BOOK CLUB BUDDY

SAMPLE READING COMPANION

Uncle Tom's Cabin

A sample Book Club Buddy reading companion

KEY TAKEAWAY Harriet Beecher Stowe used an emotionally direct story to
make the violence of slavery morally immediate to a mass reading public.

Central argument

First published in installments, the novel invited readers to follow its characters
over time and to discuss each new episode. Its enormous popularity strengthened
antislavery feeling in the North and provoked fury in the South, where defenders
of slavery argued that Stowe had distorted plantation life. The novel's historical
power is undeniable, although modern readers must also examine its stereotypes
and the limitations of its nineteenth-century portrayal of Black characters.

Three things to remember

e Serialization built suspense and public conversation before the complete
book appeared.

e Stowe appealed to Christian conscience, family feeling, and the suffering
caused when enslaved families were separated.

e The book helped change public opinion, but some of its character types later
became damaging stereotypes.

Discussion starter

How should readers balance the novel's antislavery influence against the
racial stereotypes that became part of its later legacy?

Sample edition - This short companion demonstrates the website's download feature. A complete Book
Club Buddy edition can include chapter summaries, timelines, maps, terms, quotations, and discussion
questions.
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